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wisdom and worth of the Constitution. His refusing to sign, he
repeated, did not mean that he would "oppose the Constitution
without doors/" He was only keeping himself free to be governed
by his duty as lie should see it later. He did not believe that
nine states would ratify. And If they should not, he made it
plain without saying so, he would not have the political disad-
vantage of having put his name to an unacceptable measure.
He was keeping himself free, as it turned out, to change sides
later and support the Constitution in the Virginia convention—
an apostasy which led Mason for the rest of his life to refer to
Randolph as ^Young Arnold." meaning a minor Benedict Arnold.
Gouverneur Morris said he too had objections, but "consider-
ing the present plan as the best that was to be attained, he should
take it with, all its faults/'' The question was, should there be a
national government or a general anarchy? The form of signing,
he explained, meant only that the states were unanimous, not
the delegates.
Hamilton, who had seldom spoken during the past month,
and had been absent almost half of that time, "expressed his
anxiety that every member should sira.*7 There was now a certain
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public enthusiasm in favor of the Convention, but it might soon
subside if some of its distinguished members refused to sign the
Constitution and then opposed it. "No man's ideas were more
remote from the plan than his own were known, to be," bat lie
would si^n {as an individual of course^ since he was the only
New York delegate present and could not by himself represent
Ms state officially). The choice the country faced, he thought,
was between anarchy and convulsion on one side and the chance
of good on the other,
Williamson of North Carolina suggested that the delegates
sign only the letter to Congress accompanying the Constitu-
tion. Some might be willing ta sign that, if not lie Constitution.
Blount of the same state said he had declared he would not sign
the Constitution., but in the form proposed he was willing to
pin with the others in attesting that this was the unanimous act
of the states in the Convention.
Franklin insisted that lie had not meant, in his remarks, to
allude to any individual, for when he wrote them he had not been
sure that any of the delegates would finally refuse to sign. "He
professed a high sense of obligation to Mr. Randolph for having

